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Hello all, September has been a busy month in the bush for the Honey Badger Safari team, 

fortunately the animals have not been shy either on most of our safaris. 

Some unique animal behaviour that we witnessed this month, a baboon male eating an impala 

youngster, a large African rock python, a black rhino and calf, wild dogs and sable antelope sighted 

on occasions, cheetah and  various lion kills and a leopard/ impala kill from start to finish right in 

front of us, a number of martial eagle sightings, a purple roller and as many as up to five leopards 

spotted on one day, a crocodile eating a Impala…. As the grass is low and the rivers attractive, we 

are following the watercourses and observing large herds of herbivores that congregate near the 

water, and the predators are doing the same.  The Sabie river is teeming with life currently and the 

Lubye Lubye pride of lions and their youngsters are thriving. 

I have two sighting this month I would like to elaborate on, both involving elusive Leopards 

The first was in early September, a full truck of guests and I heading home after a rather successful 

days safari in the late afternoon, I took the s28, as the sunsets are something to behold on the open 

grassland flats, About two kilometres from the northern entrance there is a dry watercourse full of 

reeds that the dirt road passes through, as it is a watercourse that occasionally flows it has formed a 

valley, as we reached the crest to enter the valley, I noticed the ungainly sprint of a leopard flash 

across the road about twenty meters in front of us, why do I say ungainly? A leopard has a long tail 

and legs so when it is sprinting and changing direction the tails and legs seem to sort of operate 

independently giving it an almost clumsy look, however the reality is this clumsy sprint is deadly. So I 

immediately notified our guests, switched of the car and rolled next to a leopard and impala locked 

in a embrace about eight meters from us and in the open, the impala was on its legs, the leopard 

attached to its neck, the leopard looked at us, its grip was not the best, but it could not risk 

readjusting as the impala could get away, such an all-encompassing sighting, it just has to be 

experienced! Slowly the pressure on the tenuous grip on the neck started to tell and after about 

three minutes of struggle the leopard was able to wrestle the impala to the ground, readjust and kill 

it, the moment the impala was secure the notoriously secretive big cat dragged the impala into the 

reeds, what a powerful experience for us and the guests, and one I shall not forget. 

On another morning we rounded a corner a few kilometres north of the Vurhami bridge and in the 

distance on the road was an animal sitting on the road, it was a small animal and near a puddle from 

uncharacteristic overnight rains for this season, my immediate thought due to its size and presence 

was Jackal. “It’s a jackal.” I announced confidently. As we got closer, I saw spots and the shape 

became clearer I quickly revaluated. “No guys a leopard cub!” Sure enough it slunk off just near the 

road and we were able to observe it as it watched us watching it through the grass, The mother 

must be close, and it slunk across the road behind us and then I saw the mother waiting for its cub 



down a game path, she was next to a tree, that had an impala hanging in it, we watched as the cub 

went up to its mum, and then climbed the tree in front of us gawking observers and started eating. 

So yes we enjoyed some special sightings in September, and we thank all our valued guests for 

joining us. 

Follow us on Instagram @honeybadgersafaris or me @jonathancouzens for  updates of our safaris, 

or email info@honeybadgersafaris.co.za for more information on what we offer 

 

 


